2003; Whitaker & Captain, 2004) .
From Andhra Pradesh, the Banded Krait has been reported from Narsampet (17 0 55N & 79 0 54E), Warangal District based on a single specimen that was shot by Mr. G.E.C. Wakefield on 26 December 1912 while it was swimming in a stream (Kinnear 1913 ). This locality is the southernmost limit of the Banded Kraits range in Peninsular India (Smith 1943; Sanyal et al. 1993; Sharma 2003; Whitaker & Captain 2004) . Through this communication we put on record the re-sighting of the Banded Krait in Warangal district, Andhra Pradesh after a gap of 95 years, about 70 kilometers north northwest of Narsampet.
We had been studying wildlife of forested tracts of Warangal District, Andhra Pradesh since 1996 and failed to encounter either living or dead specimen of Banded Krait until November 2006, when it was first sighted by the second author while it was crossing the road at dusk near Roheer in Eturnagaram The Banded Krait has been noted to show affinity for damp places in open tracts of country, grasslands, crops or low sparse jungles (Wall 1912 ). All our observations are from the vicinity of water bodies in Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary. The first live specimen was sighted about five hundred meters from where the first dead specimen was observed in November 2006. The place where it was sighted moving slowly underneath a Randia dumetorum bush is located in the mixed teak forested tract about one kilometer east of Jampanna Vagu (a perennial stream) and two kilometers west of the Godavari River. The second and third specimens were sighted near Butaram Tank adjacent to croplands. The habitat here is characterized by dense undergrowth with Terminalia arjuna and Butea monosperma trees. The adjacent croplands have artisan wells and water is present in the wells and other natural water bodies throughout the year.
The Banded Krait is partial to an ophidian diet (Wall 1912 ) and has been reported to feed on rat snakes, tree snakes, checkered keelback, buff-striped keelback, cobra, grass snake (Primrose 1899), python, vine snakes, lizards, frogs and fish (Wall 1912; Daniel 2002; Das 2002; Whitaker & Captain 2004) . The third specimen that we encountered had fed on Buffstriped Keelback Amphiesma stolatum (Image 2).
Based on these recent observations and evidence, we put on record the presence of the Banded Krait in Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary and confirm its presence in Warangal district of Andhra Pradesh after about 100 years of its first report. Owing to the misinterpretation of a previous locality record from Andhra Pradesh (then Hyderabad State), many authors have reported its range to be as far south as Hyderabad (Wall 1912; Martin 1913; Daniel 2002; Sharma 2003) . Hyderabad (17 0 23N & 78 0 29E), the state capital of Andhra Pradesh, is located about 187 km southwest of Narsampet as the crow flies, and we urge future researchers to quote Narsampet as the southern most record of this species from peninsular India. As this species is of timid nature, it becomes an easy prey to human indifference as well as vehicular movement, thus we recommend that the State Forest Department should take necessary steps to put up warning signs on roads cautioning drivers not to run over crossing snakes and educate local villagers about the ecological importance of this species. These steps would ensure the survival of the Banded Krait Bungarus fasciatus (Schneider 1800) in Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary, Andhra Pradesh.
